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• County/city owned local 
government facilities

• Energy efficiency retrofits

• Examples of eligible buildings:

courthouses
jails
libraries
fire halls
city/county administrative 
buildings
K-12 public schools
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• Loans up to $500,000 for each 
county or city government

• 0% interest for Three-Star 
communities

• 3% interest for non Three-Star 
communities

• Annual loan payments over a 7-year 
payback period
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A $500,000 loan over 7 years 
at 0% interest versus 3% 
interest will save a community 
approximately $62,000.
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• Cumberland County received a grant 
at o% interest for $338,828 to 
install energy efficient lighting, 
HVAC retrofits and automatic energy 
control systems to reduce demand in 
the Cumberland County Jail and 
Justice Center.
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• These measures will save Cumberland 
County an estimated $460,000 in 
energy costs over the next 15 years 
in addition to the replacement of old 
and inefficient equipment.
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• Matching grant funding for biodiesel 
infrastructure: tanks, pumps & card 
readers installed for fueling biodiesel 
vehicles

• Matching grants for city/county
governments only 

• Grant rate - 75% for Three-Star 
Communities

• Grant rate - 50% for non Three-Star 
Communities

• Total amount of grant $12,000

Grant funds are not
available for the
purchase of biodiesel
fuel.
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•A biodiesel grant of $9,000 was 
recently awarded to the City of Alcoa 
for the installation of biodiesel fuel 
pumps.  

•The city converted from diesel to 
biodiesel fuel in all their 70 city-
owned diesel vehicles.
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• This program provides 50% matching 
grants of $20,000 to each Main 
Street organization for the purchase 
and installation of energy efficient 
exterior lighting for the community.

• Grant funds can be used for energy 
efficient street lighting, park 
lighting, and traffic lighting.
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• A Main Street lighting grant of 
$20,000 was recently awarded to the 
City of Cookeville to replace six 
wooden-pole Cobra lighting fixtures 
with 11 decorative pedestrian street 
lamps on Cedar Street in downtown 
Cookeville. 

• The new lighting 
fixtures will not only 
save energy but will 
also enhance the 
look of Cedar Street.
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• Loans cannot be used to fund 
projects already completed or new 
construction

• Can borrow up to $300,000

• 0% interest for Three-Star 
communities

• 3% interest for non Three-Star 
communities

• Loan guarantees and collateral 
required
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A small family-owned 
manufacturer of custom kitchen and 
bath cabinets, heated their facility 
with a radiant floor system that 
utilized hot water heated by a 
propane-fired boiler.

Audit recommended:
Wood waste-fired boiler to 
heat the water

Borrowed $10,814
Saved approximately
$2,000 per year
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Family-owned firm that 
refurbishes, repairs and builds pipe 
organs for churches and universities 
utilized the SBELP.

Audit recommended:
retrofitting two HVAC units
Borrowed $13,500
Saved approximately $1,939 per year
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• A community energy education program to 
make students aware of the importance of 
energy in their daily lives and promote 
energy efficiency.

• The Energy Division will make available to 
all certified Three-Star communities a $500 
grant to conduct several energy education 
initiatives in a community school. 

• Points will be awarded for each 
activity/project with a minimum of10 points 
to be eligible to participate in the Three-
Star Energy Star Program.
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• Three-Star Communities will be eligible for a 
$1,500 reimbursable grant after a school 
in the community completes the energy 
education activities and accumulates 10 
points.

• The grant funds will be used to purchase 
Energy Star labeled/approved products for 
the school participating in the program.

Examples of products:
Energy efficient lighting
computers
scanners 
printers



Every light we change:
Uses at least 2/3 less energy than a 
standard bulb
Lasts up to 10 times as long
Saves $30 or more in energy costs
Prevents 450 pounds of greenhouse gas 
emissions
Ensures a brighter future

October 4th is 
National ENERGY STAR®

Change a Light Day!
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For Further information about 
the Energy Division Programs, 

please call our toll-free 
hotline

1-800-342-1340


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

